
MINUTES 
  

Ridgewood High School Home and School Association 
October 17, 2006 

 
 
Call to Order – Beth Jorgensen welcomed members and guest, Ridgewood Board of Education 
member Sheila Brogan, who will speak on budget and tax issues later in the meeting. 
  
Secretary’s Report – A motion was made and seconded to approve the Minutes from the 
September 19 meeting, and the motion was passed. 
  
Treasurer’s Report – Cheryl Alterman presented the monthly financial report and reported on 
the dues collected and directory expenses incurred thus far. 
  
Principal’s Report – Principal Jack Lorenz discussed safety and security measures at the high 
school.  Many of the measures have been outlined in mailings which have gone out.  One notable 
improvement in security was the purchase of an improved radio telecommunication system, 
which uses telephones which also act as radios.  Also, a sign-in person is seated at every 
unlocked entrance for most of the day.  There are a few short gaps of time when no one is there, 
but administration is working to cover these gaps.   
  
The school also has a crisis intervention counselor, Kevin Feeley, who is working with the 
school five afternoons a week.  He provides individual and group counseling for students. 
  
The new auto-dialing system has been implemented, so if a child is absent, a call is placed to the 
child’s home.  The auto-dialing system also can call homes in the case of a catastrophic event, so 
parents would receive notification and information. 
  
The main safety measures are the eyes and ears of the individuals working in the building.  
Teachers and other workers all wear identification badges and watch for those who do not have 
badges on.  Also, seating charts in classrooms now have names and photos of those who belong 
in the classroom, so a substitute teacher could immediately know if someone was in the 
classroom who did not belong there. 
  
The administration has requested better lighting in the parking lots, and hopes to receive that 
soon.  There is a uniformed security person who patrols the outside of the building.  Also, the 
rotating schedule and open campus help with security in that the schedules and routines are not 
predictable. 
  
Mr. Lorenz also spoke about the survey which will be given at Ridgewood High School to 
students whose parents have consented in writing.  The survey, conducted by Rowan University, 
is part of the social norms campaign.  After the survey is complete and RHS receives the data, 
the social norms campaign will get underway. The thinking behind the planned campaign is that 
most kids are already engaging in appropriate behavior, but they think everyone else is engaging 



in at-risk behaviors.  The campaign is to let the students know that everyone else is not engaging 
in at-risk behaviors, and that the kids engaging in appropriate behavior are in the majority.   
  
Mr. Lorenz announced that RHS student B.M. received the 2006 Achievement Award in writing.  
  
Also, RHS has established a partnership with the Ridgewood News.  The Ridgewood News will 
help fund the school newspaper, and RHS students will write for “Our Voices”, a section of the 
Ridgewood News. 
  
Guidance Report – Peg Loonam introduced two students who will be the student 
representatives to the HSA. 
  
The 8th Grade Invitational, which is an opportunity for 8th graders to visit RHS, takes place this 
Saturday, October 21.  Larry Holland has prepared a new video for the event.  Ninth and tenth 
graders are in the middle of standardized testing.  The College Speaker Series begins next week.  
  
Lauren Klein, a new RHS guidance counselor, attended a national conference for guidance 
counselors on how to best advise students and parents, how to best prepare student 
recommendations, etc.  Ms. Klein learned a great deal and brought back the information and 
shared it with the entire guidance department.  The conference was paid for with a grant funded 
by the RHS  HSA. 
  
Guest Speaker – Sheila Brogan, member of the Board of Education, made a slide presentation 
regarding school funding and the property tax dilemma, highlighting New Jersey’s over-reliance 
on property taxes for school funding.  State-wide committees are meeting weekly to address the 
problems, and recommendations will be made by November 15, 2006.  Sheila encouraged 
parents to get involved by writing emails or letters to state representatives and/or by attending 
rallies.   
  
Vice-President’s Report – Deborah Edghill reported that she attended the October Federated 
meeting where Garland Allen, Wellness Director, spoke.  He explained that the district is 
preparing a plan in case of a pandemic situation.   
  
Deborah also attended the Ridgewood Education Foundation Meeting, and reported that requests 
for grants from teachers were carefully scrutinized before being approved. 
  
President’s Report – Beth Jorgensen reported that Joanne Delaney and Eileen Haynes have 
volunteered to be the curriculum committee representatives this year.  She also thanked Sara 
Erwin and Nancy DeFeo for their hard work in getting the directories out. 
  
  
  
  
Committee Reports 
  



Newsletter - Ann Malaspina prepared the newsletter that is now posted online.  She thanked 
Joanne Stolfo and Elizabeth Resnick for all their help.  She advised that personal information, 
like telephone numbers, addresses and email addresses, not be placed in newsletter unless 
absolutely necessary.  Also, the deadline for submitting information for the next newsletter is 
December 7. 
  
Joanne Stolfo reminded everyone that there are separate e-newsletters and separate list serves for 
the Ridgewood public schools, the RHS Home and School Association, and the Ridgewood High 
School Guidance Voice.  You must sign up for each one separately.  You can do so on the first 
page of the Ridgewood High School webpage. 
  
Jamboree – Auditions are over, but individuals can still participate in backstage crew. 
  
Senior Class Representatives – Project Graduation – Senior class is selling caps and throws.  
Wrapping paper fundraiser went well.  Individuals can still order wrapping paper on Innisbrook 
website by using Ridgewood number.   
  
Junior Class Representatives – Junior class is selling flannel boxers and pants.  
  
Sophomore Class Representatives – Sophomore class is implementing a service project 
fundraiser.  Also, they are planning to sell a Ridgewood shopping certificate, which allows an 
individual to purchase a coupon and use it in Ridgewood stores for a discount. 
  
Faculty Representatives – Terra Nova testing is taking place. 
  
Board of Education – Board continues to address school security concerns, including open and 
unlocked doors.  Student survey to be conducted at the high school will only be given with 
written parental consent.  Consent forms are due by Friday, October 27.  Survey will be given 
November 13 through November 17.   
  
Superintendent search continues, and the board plans to make a selection by July 1, 2007. 
  
Old Business – Keep Kids Alive campaign is a success and continues, and shoe drive for Haiti is 
taking place. 
  
New Business – Michele Lenhard reported that the Ridgewood Education Foundation gives 
about $15,000 worth of grants twice a year.  She asked that everyone consider making a donation 
and/or participating in the Lord and Taylor coupon day fundraiser. 
  
Meeting was adjourned at 9 p.m. 


